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Happenings

Halloween

volksmarch

TheBaumholder Bahnbrechers
Volksmarching Club sponsors a
volksmarchonHalloweenweekend,
Oct. 30and 31 withstarttimesfrom
8am.tolp.m.All participantsmust
bedonewalkingby 5p.m. Thestart
andfinishisat Baumholder’ sBruhl
Hdle.

Distancesinclude 5, 10 and 20
kilometer routes. The5and 10kilo-
meter routesarestroller friendly.

Registrationfeeis€1.50andin-
cludesan IVV stamp. Thereisno
award this year. Registration is
available prior to beginning the
march but those with large groups
who wish to register in advance
may do so by paying start fees at
Kreissparkasse Baumholder. For
details call Charles A. Peterson at
civ(06782) 109-472, or sendanemail
toMrlVV @msn.com.

Pets must be kept on a leash
while walking. Prepaid start cards
not picked up arevoid, asregistra-
tionfeeisnot refundable. Discard-
ing trash or refuse along the route
is prohibited and smoking in the
forestisstrictly forbidden. Remem-
ber that violators are subject to
fines. Themarchwill beconducted
regardless of weather conditions.

Players, coaches

Thewomens' community level
basketball league needs players.
Contact the Baumholder Sports
Officeat mil 485-6671/7176for de-
tails.

Wrestling and boxing coaches
areneeded. Call the SportsOfficeat
mil 485-6671/7176for detals.

Range controllers

The Baumholder Liaison De-
tachment (Range Control) seeks
noncommissioned officers to join
thedetachment. Soldiersmust bein
the grade of E-6, branch qualified,
ableto speak, understand and read
German and must holda19K or 11
series Military Occupational Spe-
cialty.Call mil 485-6723.

Training closes

The 7th Army Training Com-
mand Regional Training Support
Center-Baumholder Visua Informa-
tion Support Branch will be closed
for inventory Dec. 7-9. The photo
studioandillustrator sectionwill be
open.

BCSC luncheon

The Baumholder Community
ServiceClubholdsitsnextluncheon
Nov. 17 at the Rheinlander Club.
The theme is Crystal Bingo, and
only membersof theBCSC arein-
vitedtotheluncheon. Memberships

may be purchased at the door for
$15. Makeluncheonand child care
reservations at
reservebcsc@yahoo.comor call civ
(06782)887135.

Youth Services

October events

®(ct. 29, Halloween dance at
the Teen Café for ninth through
12thgradestudentsfrom 7—11p.m.

®QOct. 30, masqueradeball at the
Landstuhl Teen Center for ninth
through 12th grade students from
7-11p.m.

®Oct. 30, lock-in at the Under-
ground for sixth through eighth
gradestudentsfrom8p.m.to8a.m.

All participants must be regis-
teredwithCY Sandasignedpermis-
sionslipmust beturnedinoneweek
prior to each trip or event.

For more information contact
your local youth center or Youth
Servicesat mil 485-7276.

Volunteer to help
Youth Services is looking for
volunteers, youth and adults, to
assist with special interest clubs
and sporting or recreational events.
For moreinformation contact your
local youth center or visit
Baumholder’'s youth web site at
www.baumholder.army.mil/

youthsite/html/ys.htm
Professional help

Professional counselorsarehere
toprovidesupport and guidance. If
youaredealingwithconflict, worry,
or difficulty, inor outsidethehome,
take the time to talk to someone
about it. Confidential family/life
coaches can meet with you, when
and where you are most comfort-
able.

Call Army Community Services
atmil 485-8188or civ (06783)-8188
to schedule ameeting.

Rolling Hills

Athletic Club
@Step Aerobics

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
7-8p.m.

@ Step/Toning Aerabics
Tuesday and Thursday
9:15-10:15am.

®\Vater Aerobics

Tuesday and Thursday
9:15-10:15am./6:30-7:30p.m.
®Badlet(CYS)

Monday- Thursday
3:30-5:30p.m.

®Family Dollar Nights
Fridays

®Swimming Pool

5-8p.m.

funis getting the ballin the goal.

F e -

Lincoln’s first goal

Lincoln Jones, number 17, boots hisfirstgoalinto the net during the first coed soccer game for five- and six-year-olds. Seven
teamsin this age bracket play atotal of eight games for fun; scores are notkept. Still, as Jones could tell you, part of the
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Schools ready for Super Six

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Baumholder isready to host the
annual European Super Six high
school footbal | championshipNov.
6onMinick Field.

This will be the second year
Baumholder hoststhe Super Bowl
of high school football in Europe.
The top six high school football
teamsin Europe clash for ashot at
the championship title, offering
fansafull day of gridiron action.

By combiningDivisionl,1I,and
[11 gamesin asingle, large event,
Department of DefenseDependents
Schools-Europe officials hope to
create a big game atmosphere that
will be arewarding experiencefor
athletes, coaches and parents.

Theday beginswithDivisionll|
finalistsplayingat 1p.m.Divisionl|
playsat4p.m.andDivision| final-
istsface off at 7 p.m.

Teamsfall under Divisionsl, |1,
or 11 depending on the school en-
rollment. Beingaschool withasmall
number of students, Baumholder
fallsunder Division|ll.

The semifinals will be played
Oct. 30.“We' regoingtohavequite
an influx of peoplein the commu-
nity the day before, asat least 400
playerswill bearriving,” said Gene
Winfree, 222nd Base Support Bat-
talion schools officer.

“Given that the Soldiers of the
1st ArmoredDivisionhavereturned
from their 15-month deployment,
weareexpecting twicethefan par-
ticipation, if not more, than last
year,” he said.” The event drew
morethan 2,000 spectatorslast year.

Participation by NFL officials
and Frankfurt Galaxy cheerleaders
areasointheworks.

“Baumholder was chosen pri-
marily because of the outstanding
facility and force protection that it
offers,” said Dom Calabria,

Baumhol der AmericanHigh School
principal.

Likelastyear security and safety
will receivetop priority. Therewill
be security checks upon entrance
to the field. Coolers, alcohol and
glassbottleswill not bepermittedin
the stands. “Our Pond’'s guards
personnel will search packagesand
backpacks at the entrance to the
field,” said Bianca Bowen, 222nd
BSBS2.

Foodand beverageswill beavail-
ableat thegame, soguestsneed not
go hungry or thirsty throughout
the day. To help feed the influx of
peoplethe Strike Zonesnack bar in
the StrikersBowling Center will be
available for fans throughout the
day. Guests can also enjoy agame
or two of bowlingwhilewaitingfor
the next game to start on Minick
Field. TheArmy and Air Force Ex-
change Service will also have its
food court facilities available
throughout the championships.

Education update

Baumholder’ sAdult Education
Program offersConversational Ger-
man | and Conversational German
I1. Registrationfeeis$40. Call Bill
Badger at mil 485-8891for morein-
formation.

The University of Maryland is
now registering for the upcoming
collegetermat Baumholder. A vari-
ety of courses are being offered
including Human Anatomy and

Physiology I, Intro to Philosophy,
Personality Theories and Market-
ing Principles.

Call Deirdre Martin or Stacie
Welshat mil 485-6178for morein-
formation.

Central Texas Collegeisregis-
tering for the following classes:
Introduction to Automotive Tech-
nology, Crime in America, Child
Abuse, Prevention and Investiga-

tion, and Emergency Medical Tech-
nician-Basic. Register now at the
Baumholder Education Center.

TheElectronicArmy University
(eArmyU) is now available to ac-
tive-duty Soldiersin Baumholder.
Briefingsontheprogramareheldat
the Baumholder Education Center
each Thursday at 3:30 p.m.

Call mil 485-6487for moreinfor-
mation.
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Students warded freedom scholarships

Kadeja Gaines

A’s B’oos C’s of Halloween

By LeAnne MacAllister
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

The Cedltic festival of Samhain
was celebrated on Nov. 1, asapre-
cursor to Halloween, starting
around the 1st century B.C. The
event marked the end of the Celtic
calendar year and the beginning of
winter.

TheCeltsbelievedonSamhain’s
evethe border between the worlds
of the living and the dead was
blurred.

The celebration of Samhain be-
gan on Oct. 31 with bonfires and
sacrificestotheir deities. Celtswore
costumes, attempted to tell each
others' fortunes and re-lit hearth
firesfor protection.

By the 1st century A.D., Ro-
mansmovedinto Celticterroritories
of northern France, Great Britain
andIreland. Eventually two Roman
festivals were combined with
Samhain — Feralia, aday in late
October when the Romans tradi-
tionally commemorated the pass-
ing of thedead ,and PomonaDay, in
honor of the Roman goddess of

Ryan Scott Morton

fruitandtrees. Pomona, represented
by an apple, is often associated
with the tradition of bobbing for
apples.

In the seventh century Pope
BonifacelV declared Nov. 1 asthe
church-sanctioned holiday of All
Saints' Day to honor saints and
martyrs. Eventually the day was
also called All-hallows or All-
hallowmas, which comes from
Middle English Alholowmesse
meaningAll Saints' Day. Thenight
before was known as All-hallows
Evewhicheventually becameHal-
loween.

Around 1000 A.D. theCatholic
church designated Nov. 2 as All
Souls' Day to honor the dead. The
celebration incorporated the other
customs such as honfires, parades
and costumes— including those of
saints, angels and demons — and
evolvedinto Hollowmas.

European immigrants brought
Halloween customs with them to
the United States. Although not
celebrated much in the northeast-
ern United States because of reli-
gious differences, Halloween was

Ryan Scott Morton and Kadeja
Gaines have each been awarded
$1,000Presidential Freedom Schol-
arships from the Corporation for
National and Community Service
and Boys and Girls Clubs of
America. They were honored for
their outstanding commitment to
public service.

“The Presidential Freedom
Scholarships are designed to help
thecommunitiesrecognizetheout-
standing service-related achieve-
mentsof their young people, while
encouraging othersto get involved
in service and volunteering,” said
DavidEisner of theCorporationfor

commoninMarylandandthesouth-
ernstates. European ethnicgroups,
aongwith Native Americans, inter-
wovetheir cultural practicesand a
distinct AmericanHalloweentradi-
tionemerged.

Thefirst cel ebrationswerepub-
lic events celebrating harvest sea-
son. Communitiescametogether to
tell ghost stories and fortunes, to
sing and dance. The association
between mischief-makingand Hal -
loween evolved at thistime.

American national recognition
of theholiday cameinthelate1800s
withtheinflux of Irishimmigrants
who fled fromthe potato fam-
ine. Based in an Irish and
English tradition, these
new Americansbeganto
go door to door in cos- =
tumes asking for money
or food, including “soul cakes,”
a practice that eventually became
today’ s“trick-or-treat” tradition.

The custom of Jack-o-Lanterns
was also imported from Irish folk-
lore. A famoustal etellsthestory of
a man named Jack tricking Satan
into climbing atree. Hemarkedthe

National and Community Service.
“Community serviceisanintegral
part of what it meanstobean Ameri-
can citizen, and the Presidential
Freedom Scholarshipprogramisan
excellent way to recognize young
adultswhoareexercisingtheir duty
withdistinction. Weareproudtobe
able to offer these scholarships,
which build community partner-
ships.”

Ryan, the son of Sgt. 1st Class
Scott Morton, 47th Forward Sup-
port Battalion, and Melissa
Schaffner of Baumholder’s Army
Community Serviceisafreshmanat
North Georgia College and State

University.

Kadeja, the daughter of Air
Force Master Sgt. Dennis Gaines,
Air Force North, and Teresa
Gaines, formerly of Baumholder
ACS, moved with her family to
Wright Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio.

The corporation for National
and Community Service provides
recipientswith a$500 scholarship
whichispairedwith another schol-
arship of $500 or morefromalocal
Boysand GirlsClub. Morethan 31,
000 scholarships have been
awarded since the program’s in-
ception.

or, a ghost story

treewithacrosssothedevil couldn’t
comedown. Jack made Satan prom-
isehewouldnever tempt himagain
before allowing him to leave the
tree. Jack’s antics got him banned
fromHeaven, but Hell wouldn’ttake
him either. Stuck inthemiddle, he
was given a light in a hollowed
turnip to survive the darkness.
Americansreplacedtheturnipwith
themoreplentiful pumpkinstomake
their Jack-o-Lanterns.
The 20th century trend to
remove anything grotesque
or spiritual from the cel-
ebrations, pairedwiththe
push toward community
and neighborly par-
>~ ties for children and
adults, changed Hal-
loween into the celebra-
tion observed today. Though
someof thesuperstitionsremain,
the religious undertones for the
most part have been erased. It is
now American’s second largest
commercial holiday with an esti-
mated $6.9 billion spent annually.
Now the holiday is even cel-
ebrated among the German popul a-

tion. In Baumholder, Germanresi-
dents have seen arise in the cel-
ebration in the last 15 years with
some children even going door to
door in quest of sweetson Hallow-
een.

Halloween in and around
Baumholder

Various organizations have
come together to provide the
Baumholder Military Community
optionsin celebrating Halloween.

®HalloweenFunat Kusel Pool:
Fri., Oct. 29th

®ChildandY outh ServicesHal-
loween Carnival: Sat., Oct. 30 -1
p.m.to4p.m. Rheinlander Conven-
tion Center.

®Teen Masquerade Ball: Sat.,
Oct. 30th — 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Landstuhl Teen Center

®\\arner Brothers Halloween
Trip: Sat., Oct. 30th—call outdoor
recreationat 485-6115for morein-
formation.

®Post Trick or Treat Hours:. Sat.,
Oct 30th—5p.m.to7p.m. Postwide
event.

® City of Baumholder
Volksmarch: Oct. 30thand 31st

State of the art playground opens at Wetzel CDC

By Ignacio “lggy”
Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

TheWetzel Child Devel opment
Center playground officially opens
Oct. 28 after a$571,000fixup.

The old playground, con-
structed mostly of wood, had been
in place since the center was built
some 15 years ago. “With al the
rain and snow that we get here, the
playground eventually begantorot
and became unusable,” said
JacquelineCruz, Wetzel CDCdirec-
tor.

Wooden shades, swings and
benches were removed from the
infant playground. Thesameitems
plusaplayhouse, benchesand sand
box were also removed from the
toddler playground. Thepreschool/
kindergarten playground saw the
removal of wooden shades, swings,
playhouse, climbing apparatus,
benches and sandbox.

During the renovation Wetzel
CDC patrons and employees took
their play periodsontheroad. “We
partneredwithandwalkedtoWetzel
Elementary School, Wetzel School-
Age Services and Rolling Hills

Campgroundtousetheir play facili-
ties,” said Cruz.

The playground is now
equipped with safe, brand new
equipment in all three areas.

Additions to the infant play-
ground include the infant/toddler
activity center which includes a
custom mirror, beads, peek-a- boo
panel, custom sound cylinder, cus-
tom color panel, shape spinner and
bubble. Also added to the infant
playground were a portable play
tunnel, kid stackers, walk through
tunnel, single post canopy shade,
trash can and administrative cabi-

nets.

Thetoddler playground hasnu-
merous additions including a
canopy shade, water table, in-
ground spigot, swing, sand house
trek deck, turning circle/pole, arch
bridge, storage bench, splash
counter, art easel, fun tables, tod-
dler structure, storage shed, trash
can and administrative cabinets.

The preschool/kindergarten
playground is also equipped with
new play things including a new
gaspump panel andsign, trikearch
bridge, trike parking sign, bongo
panel, art/picnic tables, village fa-

cade, trike path, flat bridge, in-
ground water spigot, playhouse,
talk tubesystem, water tabletrough,
sand house, no trikes sign, art ea-
sel, bridgewithvertical picketrails,
swings, weather station, admincabi-
nets, trash can, and storage shed.

The project was given a thor-
ough inspection by officials from
the Army Corps of Engineers and
other organizationsgivingthereno-
vated facility the green light for
opening.

“We are delighted that we now
havesafe, stateof theart play equip-
ment for the children,” said Cruz.
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Wounded Soldiers return, are honored

By Ignacio “lggy” Rubalcava
222nd Base Support Battalion Public

Affairs Office

Three Soldiers from 4th Battalion, 27th
FieldArtillery Regiment, woundedwhileserv-
ing in Iraq were honored Oct. 6 during a
battalionformation near Baumholder’ sFallen
SoldierMemorial.

Sgt. 1st ClassProtray D. Woodsand Staff
Sgt. Hilbert E. Ceasar of Battery C, 4-27thFA,
were on patrol southwest of Baghdad on
April 18 when aremotely operated Impro-
vised Explosive Device detonated next to
their howitzer. Woods, wholost hisright arm
as aresult of the incident, was promoted to
sergeant first class during the ceremony.

Ceasar was also seriously injured and is
undergoing treatment for hisinjuries.

OnMay 14thecampwhere Spc. Patrick C.
Wickens was assigned came under attack.
Wickens, amember of ServiceBattery, 4-27th
FA, receivedleginjurieswhenamortar round
exploded near him.

After both incidents members of the 31st
Combat Hospital responded immediately to
treat the injured. “The excellent treatment
they received on the scene and thereafter
fromthe 31st CHSisprobably thereason all
three are alive today,” said Capt. Joey
Errington, 4-27th FA battalion S-1.

“Thisisavery special day for usbecause

we' reheretohonor threeof our great Soldiers
whoarerecoveringfromtheir seriousinjuries
they suffered whileservinginlrag,” said Lt.
Col.BrianMcKiernan,4-27th FA commander.

As Woods mother and sister listened,
McKiernan gave his account of both inci-

Photo by Ignacio “lggy” Rubalcava
Sgt. 1st Class Protray D. Woods receives a set of new chevrons from 1st Sgt. Christopher Hanson of D
Battery, 1st Battalion, 94th Field Artillery Regiment. Hansonis aformer member of 4th Battalion, 27th Field
Artillery Regiment and worked with “Gunny” Woods.

dentsand how they impacted him personally.

“Thereareimagesthat | will carry withme
forever after our experiencesin Irag. One of
theseimagesisof Sgt. 1st Class Woods and
Staff Sgt. Ceasar shortly after the accident,”
said McKiernan. “ As| approached the back

of their vehicleand | saw our medicstending
to their needs, | was struck by what | saw.
Andl wouldnotrealizetheful | extent of their
needs for some time because | saw two ser-
geants whose only concern was for the wel-
fare of their Soldiers — two sergeants who
insisted on trying to get up and go to aid of
their fallen soldiers without any regard to
theirowninjuries.”

“Theother imagethat staysinmy mindis
when Command Sgt. Mgj. Kelly and | visited
the combat support hospital shortly after
Spc. Wickenswasinjured. Wearrived at the
trauma room as he was being prepared for
surgery. As we approached his bedside he
looked up at the sergeant major and | and he
said‘sirl’msorry, sergeantmajor I’ msorry,’
asif somehow he'd screwed up.

“ Andthenthenext wordsout of hismouth
were'Isspecialist Wilcox okay?”

“These men were more concerned about
their comrades than their own fate. These
imageswill stay withmeforever becausethey
areemblematic of thequality and thecharac-
ter of our men and women in uniform. They
areselfless, committed, courageousand com-
passionate. They represent what is abso-
lutely the best about our great nation. | am
humbled by their exploitsevery day,” hesaid.

The ceremony ended with a resounding
“Iron Thunder” cry from all assembled.
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Phantom Regiment re-creates history

Story and photos

by LeAnne MacAllister
222nd Base Support Battalion Public

Affairs Office

Sixty years ago 1st Armored Division
Soldiers assembled on the Italian front to
break the Gothic Linenear the small town of
Castellaccio, Italy. World War 11 was being
fought in many countries on multiple conti-
nents, though Italy’s campaign was not in
thehistorical limelight.

Redlizingthat it may beextremely difficult
for modern warriorsto conceive of the chal-
lengesfaced by their World War || compatri-
ots, Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph Hall, 1st
Battalion, 6th Infantry, decided to re-create
thedramaof the 1944 battle. Upon returning
from Iraq he invited members of the
Baumholder community to participate in a
hands-on demonstration.

ThePhantom Regiment, aprivateorgani-
zationrecognized by U.S. Army Europeand
ledlocally by Hall, set out to bring thehistori-
cal military drama to life Oct. 8-10 at
Baumholder’ sMilitary PoliceField.

American and German historical clubs
wereinvited to take part with groupstravel-
ing from all over Germany to attend. In one
case, aGerman father and histwo sonsfrom
L eipzig made the eight hour journey to par-
ticipate.

“I’mherebecausethereisn’ tanother event
likethisin Germany. Usually they’ reinHol-
land, Belgiumor France,” said JensTermath,
anavidWorldWar |l paraphernaliacollector.
“It's good to see one here.”

Karl Kleine age71,fromWaldorf,saidhe
wasal soappreciativeof theendeavor. Kleine,
aretired German Soldier, was 12 years old
whenWorldWar || ended. Heworkedfor the

U.S. exchangeservicefor many yearsand has
been collecting World War Il itemsfor over
40 years. Dressed asamember of the Allied
Forces, Kleinewas eager to share hisstories
about German-American relations since the
war.

The 2004 re-enactment of the defense of
Castellacco is the first event of this magni-
tude held in Baumholder. Americans and
Germans, Soldiers, history buffsand collec-
torsall came together to makeit possible.

“Theideaof living history isto create a
museum without glass. The public can come
through and see the equipment used back
then, see how the Soldiers lived and gain a
better understanding,” said Hall.

BeginninginJuneof 1944, 451st AD units
rotated betweenrest and front-lineduty. Due
to terrain restrictions,

Other World War |I-eravehiclesand ma-
chineswerebrought out by collectorsandre-
enacters. A 1942 German K ubelwagon, simi-
lar to an American Jeep, was used at one of
the Axiscampsites. Other military vehicles,
such as the Allied M-1943 command post,
were not originally intended to be used as
campingvehiclesbut turnedinto shelter from
the rain for the duration of the three-day
camp.

The weekend weather did not deter the
participants from partaking in  the re-
enactment butit altered
some of the plans. i

Olaf Braemer,a - -
retired German =
army reserve
member who

many of the tankers
parked their vehiclesand
defended the line as in-
fantrymen. Hall aimedto
make this depiction as
accurate as possible.

A Sherman tank, usu-
ally housedinfront of the
222nd Base Support Bat-
talion Headquarters and
the only operational tank
of itskindin USAREUR
was driven to the re-en-
actmentsite. It wasparked
along the edges of the
battlefield next to the Al-
lied camp. It gavetheen-
tire event an even more
realistic appearance, and
served asanattractionfor
visitors.

lives near Cologne, said, “1 tried to sleep in
thefoxholel spent all afternoon digging, but
it was too uncomfortable and cold. It's hard
to imagine what they went through.”

“When people come seethis| want them
to seethat the Germans and the Italianswho
foughtwerejustlikeus; al soldierswerecold,
hungry and not necessarily understanding
their cause for the fight.

But they were doing their best for their
country just aswewere— they wereworking
toholdtheir line, and wewere doing our best
to break through — even though the spot-
lightwasn’tontheSoldiersfightinginltaly.”

Hall said he hopes 1st AD Soldiersgain

an awareness of their history and under-

stand the meaning behind the streamers
they carry.

’ 3

Christian Gorgs, a German member of the Living History group and Allied re-enactor, takes his turn on duty in a fox hole dug
by the participants for the battle re-enactment.

Atleft, Pfc. Derrall Escobar and Spc. Johnathan Parker of the 1st Battalion, 35th Armor Regimentload an M-53 High Explosive
roundintoaM-181mmmortar. Above, Command Sgt. Major Joseph Hall of the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment leaves tent
city behind him to staff the M-1943 Command Post used by the Allied Forces in the World War Il Italian Campaign.
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